Official Newspaper of Record for the City of Belleville 
& the Charter Township of Van Buren 
152 Main St., Suite 9, Belleville, MI 48111 ° (734) 699-9020 


BELLEVILLE - 


Vol. 30.10 Thursday, March 7, 2024 


Serving the Communities of Belleville, Sumpter and Van Buren F R E E 


McBride Middle School to present ‘Murder on the 518’ March 14-16 


McBride Middle School students will 
present this year’s play, “Murder on the 
518,” on Thursday, March 14 and Friday, 
March 15 at 6 p.m. and on Saturday, March 
16 at noon. 

Tickets go on sale at 5:30 p.m. and 
11:30 a.m., respectively, and the PTO will 
be offering concessions. Tickets are $6 


for adults and $5 for students and senior 
citizens. Children three and under are free. 

The play is directed by Tracy Delfuoco 
and Amy Chrisner. 

Red-eye travelers on the Westbound 
518 are in for a surprise when first one 
passenger, and then another, mysteriously 
drop dead right before their eyes -- and 


just as the train is halted by a rock slide 
in an isolated canyon. Because the pair 
appears to have been poisoned, anyone and 
everyone in the train dining car is a suspect. 

Unable to call for help, the eccentric 
passengers -- including two newlyweds, 
an astronomy professor, a sports recruiter, 
a CEO, a movie star, an aspiring musician, 


and others -- try to work together with 
the waitstaff to find the murderer before 
they reach their destination and the killer 
escapes for good. But, not everything (or 
everyone) is as it seems. 

This family-friendly mystery will keep 
the audience guessing right up until the 
train pulls into the station. 


WM landfill receives preliminary approval for VBT gas recovery plant 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 
Waste Management’s Woodland Meadows 
landfill received preliminary site plan 
approval from the Van Buren Township 
Planning Commission on Feb. 28 on WM’s 
plan to build a methane gas recovery plant 
at the landfill at 39670 Ecorse Rd. 

Kyle Robbins of Ameresco, on behalf 
of Waste Management, said they want 
to construct a facility that will receive 
landfill gas from the landfill which will be 
processed into high-Btu renewable natural 
gas and delivered to the Detroit Edison 
Gas (DTE) remote metering station for 
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injection into a natural gas pipeline. 

The facility and accessory site 
improvements will include a 
12,652-square-foot compressor building, 
a 2,754-square-foot electrical building, 
compressors, tanks, process vessels, flares, 
process coolers, and wastewater treatment. 

The site is a 4.41-acre lease parcel on the 
west side of Hannan Road, north of Ecorse 
Road. 

Discussion on the project was more than 
an hour in length. 

Director of Planning and Economic 
Development Dan Power said the host 
community agreement says Waste 
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Management must present a site plan to 
the host and get approval, even though the 
landfill is overseen by the state. He said the 
proposed facility is a permitted use in this 
part of the site. 

After the preliminary site plan is approved, 
the project will go on to electrical review 
and others before coming back for final site 


plan approval. 

Vidya Krishnan, planning consultant 
from McKenna Associates, said the site 
will have access from Hannan Road. It will 
have one to two staff daily, one supervisor 
weekly and other staff on occasion. They 
have allowed for four paved parking 
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SPRING YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD 
ONE HOUR SUNDAY MORNING! 


WILLIS FEED MILL 


e Dog and Cat Food (os Os Ox 
e Wild Bird and Squirrel Food Ei 
e Certified Organic Products 

e Hay and Straw « Poultry Food 

e Horse and Livestock Feed 
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan 


(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton) 


We look fi d 
sealing E TA) 4SGl-0 11 wilisfeed@att.net 


to seeing you soon. 


DAVE'S TRE. move SERE] 


Private Cash or 

Sale local checks 

SUPER it Sports 
WINTER SALE frees Memorabilia 

(734) 699- 4438 Tools and 

Any Item In The Ù Collectibles 

! Boatin 
Treasure Trove | Wednesday - Saturday Accessories 

11 AM to 5 PM 


668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111 


BARNETT 


= ROOfing and Siding, Inc. = 


OVER OF EXPERIENCE 


Roofing ° Siding ° Flat Roofs 


Now Turu Marcu 31, 2024 
Receive Our CertainTeeo Roor 4-Star 
ExTeNDED Warranty ror Free! Current & 
Past Miuitary MEMBERS wit RECEIVE A 


$250 Casetas Girt Carp! 


Licensed & Insured 


Visit us @ www.banrnettroofing.com 
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Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 


4 BELLEV CO-OP 
° ELLEVILLE - 
C@P For over 75 year's as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide 
CSI SUPPORT & DEVELOPMENT the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 
Affordatte Rental Commuryties for Seniors 


575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 


For more information call: 


734-699-8676 
M-W-F gam-Noon 


Amenities 
© 100% Smoke free campus ° Subsidized rent 
e Individual heating & cooling ° On-site laundry 
e Emergency in-unit pull cords e Transportation available 


www.csi.coop (800) 593-3052 TDD (800) 348-7011 ii yO 
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White Pine 
Your Smite Comes First! 


Affordable, Kind, and Convenient. 


Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville 
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com 


e Now Booking New Patients e 


Open Evenings and Weekends 
Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids 


we are Moving, 


Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D. a, 
11824 Belleville Rd ; 
Belleville, MI 48111 FA Are rea eae Ns 
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EYECARE 


734.699.1010 


w 


*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details 


perspectiveeyecare.com 
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VBT Plan 


(continued from page 1) 


spaces. 
She said they have designed a green belt 
buffer on the east, south, and north sides 
of the site, with no greenbelt on the west 
where it abuts the landfill. There will be 
a berm with trees on it along the front of 
the site that will be noise deadening and 
sound barrier. There also is a mechanical 
equipment screening wall that will provide 
visual relief to the utilitarian building. She 
said the applicant agreed to an industrial 
building to face the Romulus mobile 
home park across the street, instead of the 
prefabricated metal build proposed. 
Krishnan said a six-foot, chain-link wire 


fence is required and the gatee will be solid 
vinyl to shield the site from view. A noise 
study has been done to find out how much 
sound is going across to the residential 
units in Romulus. 

Her recommendation was to grant 
preliminary site plan approval with eight 
conditions. 

The Fishbeck engineer Mike Leppeck 
said they had a question on what kind 
of discharge there would be into the 
wasterwater that would go to the GLWA 
treatment plant. The facility is to eliminate 
stormwater into a ditch that is yet to be 
constructed. 

He recommended granting the preliminary 
site plan and be sure they get started 
talking to Wayne County on stormwater 
management. 


Charter Township of Van Buren 
Unofficial Voting Results - February 2024 Presidential Primary 


Voters Cast: 5,106 of 25,070 (20.37%) 


President of the United States DEM (Vote for 1) DEM 


Early Voting 


Times Cast 122 


Candidate Party Early Voting 


Joseph R. Biden, Jr. DEM 


DEM 
DEM 
DEM 


Dean Phillips 
Marianne Williamson 
Uncommitted 
Write-in 


Total Votes 122 


Total 
2,792 /0 


Absentee 
1,873 


Election Day 


797 N/A 


Election Day Absentee Total 


631 1,598 
19 62 


2,325 83.36% 
84 3.01% 
82 2.94% 

288 10.33% 
10 0.36% 


1,870 2,789 


President of the United States REP (Vote for 1) REP 


Early Voting 


Times Cast 123 


Candidate Party Early Voting 


Ryan L. Binkley 
Chris Christie 


REP 
REP 
REP 
REP 
REP 
REP 
REP 
REP 


Ron DeSantis 
Nikki Haley 

Asa Hutchinson 
Vivek Ramaswamy 
Donald J. Trump 
Uncommitted 
Write-in 

Total Votes 


Total 
2,126 /0 


Absentee 
1,132 


Election Day 


871 N/A 


Election Day Absentee Total 


4 0.19% 

9 0.42% 

22 1.04% 
485 22.82% 
3 0.14% 

6 0.28% 
1,520 71.53% 
75 3.53% 

1 0.05% 


1,131 2,125 


Operating Millage Renewal Proposal - Van Buren Public 


Schools (Vote for 1) 
Early Voting 


248 


Times Cast 


Candidate Party Early Voting 


159 
No 77 
Total Votes 


Yes 


Total 


4,889 / 20.80% 
23,504 


Absentee 
3,018 


Election Day 
1,623 
Total 


Election Day Absentee 


1,034 
529 
1,563 


1,791 
1,084 
2,875 


2,984 63.84% 
1,690 36.16% 
4,674 


Director Power said the fire marshal/ 
deputy fire chief said the gravel road 
around the site needs to be strong enough 
to support a 75,000-pound fire apparatus, 
but he had no objection to moving forward. 

Applicant Robbins said Waste 
Management has a methane gas recovery 
plant on the north end of the landfill and 
now they want to have one on the south 
end because that part of the landfill is 
expanding and will have more gas. 

He said the landfill gas will be processed 
to go into the natural gas pipeline. He said 
they had a drawing of estimated noise 
mitigating. He said it meets the zoning 
requirement for sound. 

Treasurer Sharry Budd, who sits on the 
planning commission as board liaison, 
said she didn’t like the white fence in the 
drawing of the facility entrance because it 
was too stark. 

Krishnan said it could be brown or 
something else to blend in. It was approved 
if it used earth tones. 

Commissioner Jeff Jahr asked about the 


cell tower in the picture of the site and 
was told it was pre-existing. He asked if 
they had checked to make sure its fall zone 
wouldn’t be into the new buildings. 

Krishnan said a new tower is designed 
to fall into itself, instead of the old way. 
Robbins said they didn’t look into that, but 
would. 

“Get corroborating information on that,” 
Commissioner Jahr said. “We don’t want it 
crashing into a natural gas plant.” 

Commissioner Bernie Grant voiced 
concerns about the people who live across 
the street in Romulus. He was told the 
berm proposed is eight-feet tall and they 
will have six-to-eight-foot trees on top. 
Krishnan said the branches would grow 
together in five years. 

Commissioner Grant said if the 
community is higher than the berm 
residents could see over it. But it could be 
lower which would be better for them. 

When asked about the duration of the 
sound, he said the sound is the same and 


(continued on page 15) 


Voters approve VBPS renewal 
of non-homestead millage 


In the Feb. 27 election, voters in the Van 
Buren Public Schools district in Wayne and 
Washtenaw counties, approved renewal of 
the non-homestead millage question. 

e In Wayne County, it was 4,983 yes votes 


(61.25%) and 3,152 no votes (38.75%); 
and 

e In Washtenaw County, it was 560 yes 
votes (71.07%) and 228 no votes (28.93%). 


City of Belleville 
Unofficial Voting Results - February 2024 Presidential Primary 


Absentee 


Democratic Counting 
Candidate Name Board 


Besen no n| m Ja 
Marianne Williamson | 1 | ə | 7 lv 
Deanas | o | o | o he 
lun-committed | ə |a| o |a 
writen (Notvai | o [1 | o | 1 
lweite-in(vali) | o | o | o | 0 


Total 
Votes 


Election 
Day 


Early 
Voting 


Ryan Binkey  _ | o | o | 


1 


Total Votes: 
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OPINIONS 


Editorial 
City gets lesson on 


local government 


On Monday, Christopher J. Johnson, 
general counsel of the Michigan Municipal 
League, was present at city hall for an 
hour-and-a-half lesson on “Essentials of 
Local Government” for representatives 
of the Belleville City Council, Planning 
Commission, and Downtown Development 
Authority. 

Five members of the DDA were absent, 
probably because they had already spent 
three hours in meetings on Saturday as part 
of their strategy session workshop and then 
special meeting of the DDA. 

But Monday’s session was not about 
planning, but about the legal aspects of the 
positions those volunteers have agreed to 
take. 

He pointed out the Freedom of 
Information Act and Open Meetings Act 
have their rules printed out, but there also 
is additional case law that clarifies what the 
court thinks about what the rules are. 

He warned about the use of emails or 
private phones to discuss public business 
with other councilmembers or committee 
members towards a decision and how their 
private phones could end up being the 
subject of a FOIA request. 

He warned them that if they talk about 
what went on in a closed-door meeting, the 
OMA provides for criminal penalties (90 
days and $1,000 fine for the first offense). 
The state Attorney General said she will 
act on such offenses locally. 

We applaud city officials for inviting the 
attorney to inform them of important laws 
they need to know. 
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EXTRA THINGS | KNOW 


Prentis and Joann Howell, owners of 
the two buildings at 430 Main St. called 
Antiques on Main, have decided to close the 
store and sell the building after 30 years of 
operation at the site. 

They plan to close the store on May 31 and 
continue to sell some of the small items in 
his store on eBay, those that can be shipped. 

These two stores, which historically were 
Moss Brothers and Kureth’s, are two doors 
down from the vacant CVS pharmacy and 
three doors down from the vacant hardware 
store which has made that area of Main 
Street look pretty dead. 

The store in between, Enrica’s Golden 
Needle at 436 Main St., also has been in 
operation more than 30 years and also has 
considered closing. But Enrica recently said 
she has too much work to close now. 

At the front of the shop, Enrica’s houses 
family members who do custom leather 
work as Split Second Tacticals for customers 
all over the country. 

On Sunday at Bugles Across America at 
the Veterans Memorial in Horizon Park in 
Belleville, Geof Bush and his wife Lori 
Day sang the National Anthem as part of 
the ceremony. Geof and Lori sing almost 
every month — rain or shine -- and everyone 
appreciates their talent and their willingness 
to be there. The brief, but meaningful, 
Bugles event is at 7:15 p.m. on the first 
Sunday of every month at the memorial. 

But last Sunday, after the ceremony ended 
and before anyone headed for home, it was 
noted that it was Lori’s birthday, so everyone 
present for Bugles sang a rousing “Happy 
Birthday to You” to Lori. It was fun. 

Those attending said they think it may be 
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daylight for the April Bugles event. 

On Monday, before the regular city council 
meeting, Christopher J. Johnson, general 
counsel for the Michigan Municipal League, 
gave a presentation in “Essentials of Local 
Government.” He began by explaining how 
much government there is in Michigan. He 
named all the different political subdivisions 
of state government. 

That included 83 counties, 1,240 
townships (138 of those charter townships), 
252 villages, 281 cities, 500 school districts, 
along with Intermediate School Districts, 
District Libraries, and more. 

He asked how many people had been to 
every one of the 83 counties in the state and 
he raised his hand, assuming he was the only 
one in the room who had visited them all. 
Then, Belleville’s new city manager, Jason 
Smith, raised his hand. He, too, has been to 
every county in the state. 

At Monday’s city council meeting, City 
Manager Jason Smith said he attended a 
meeting that morning with DTE and the 
crew planning the Denton Road bridge. He 
said DTE has to relocate a gas line and will 
do a directional bore at Doane’s Lansing, 
starting in September. He said after that is 
done, then they can start on the bridge. He 
said they are having meetings every two 
weeks on the bridge. 
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At the two-hour strategy session held 


...By Rosemary K. Otzman 


2a 


Saturday by the Belleville DDA, DDA 
members were talking about marketing 
downtown businesses. The session’s 
consultant Samantha Harkins said you could 
survey people who attend festivals and other 
events to find out what their priorities are. A 
QR code could be used. 

DDA chairperson Alicia McGovern said in 
other meetings they had talked about using 
a service that pings their phones to find out 
where people are from. 

“You mean, they’re tracking us?” asked 


Mayor Ken Voigt, 
feigning horror. 
McGovern joked, 
“Especially you.” 


Harkins said a survey 
is a good tool. 

DDA vice-chairperson 
John Winter said people 
need reasons to go south 
across the bridge into Belleville. He said 
with the Iron Belle Trail coming through the 
city, businesses can attract cyclists. 

Chris Donley said they want the businesses 
to come into town, but they look at the foot 
traffic first. 

Winter said that Belleville was the first city 
in Michigan and his bar, Egan’s, was the first 
bar in the state to have a social district. 

Mike Gatteri said he doesn’t think they’re 
ready to market the city yet. 

Winter said people are not coming over 
the bridge. 
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JOE’S APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 


In-Home Service 
Calls on Most 
Major Appliances. 


Columbia Court 
Apartments 


275 W. Columbia © Belleville 


For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only. 
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older 
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply 
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences 
Affordable Housing + Sec 8-202 


Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants 


(734) 697-3206 


For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips. 
One call does it all: 734-699-9020 
The Belleville-Area Independent 


INDOOR DINING AND OUR AYCE BUFFET IS BACK! 


CHINA KING E: 


SUNDAY-THURSDAY 
11:00AM - 9:00PM 
45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville 
Next to the Belleville Post Office 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
11:00AM - 10:00PM 

(734) 699-1550 

See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com . 


LUNCH ec DINNER = 
Best Buffet Around! — jy 


DE Livery AVAILABLE THRU UBER EATS & GRUBHUB! 
LUNCH SPECIALS e BEER & WINE AVAILABLE ¢ DRIVE-THRU PICKUP 
Thanks for your support over the years © 


HOTSPOT 


Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc. 
Criss, Wilmarth & Parr 


Certified Public Accountants 


Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA 


Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals 
Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements 
Payroll Services 
Business and Personal Tax Returns 


Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation 


Visit our website 
www. bellevilletaxservices.com 


Call Us Today! 
(734) 697-8000 


All major credit cards accepted 152 Main Street 


visa Masiercar R. H (in The Professional Building) 
p €- file Belleville, MI 48111 


Quickbooks Training and Support 


Oppose the regulation 
of homeschooling 


To the editor: 

The state of Michigan is currently 
crafting a proposed bill for the regulation 
of homeschooling in the State of Michigan. 
The current form of the bill proposes to 
register all homeschooled students on a 
central registry. There are many reasons to 


oppose this bill. 
According to state representative Matt 
Koleszar (House Education Chair), 


the proposed first step is to register all 
homeschooled students in the state, with 
further steps to be revealed later. This may 
seem innocuous. However, state regulation 
poses a greater threat than merely the 
inconvenience of registration and herein 
lies the problem. 

There is a basic disagreement about 
who is qualified to school (and direct the 
upbringing) of a child. There are many 
people in government and academia 
who believe that children are a product 
of the state, some even stating out loud 
that children belong to the state. They 
wish to have every child learn a uniform 
ideology enforced by uniform state- 
specified standards in universal education. 
However, this is not only an erroneous idea 
but also a very dangerous one. Uniform 
ideology leads to uniform allegiance. Such 
allegiance centralizes power in the hands 
of a few, creating an environment ripe for 
abuse. 

The state doesn’t know what is best for 
children. We as parents need to remind 
ourselves of the following: 

The state doesn’t have a right to know 
what happens in your home. The state 
doesn’t have the right to influence or 
manipulate your child. The state may not 
determine what values your child learns. 
The state doesn’t have a right to know 
what your child believes or what their 
political perspectives are. Not all children 
need to learn uniform material. Parents 
are responsible to protect the privacy of 
their own children. The state does not 
have a prior right to direct the upbringing 
of your children. You are not the junior 
partner in the raising of your children. 
The professional educator does not know 
what is best for your child. Children do not 
belong to the government. Government 
experts are not better at training your child 
than you are. Parents know what is best for 


KARENS 
PLACE Y ) 


A Salon 
For Everyone = 
36968 Huron River Drive 


New Boston, Michigan 
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome 


734-753-9130 
Open: Tues.— Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3 
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their own children. 

However, parents will no longer have 
these rights if they surrender them to the 
state. 

Whether you homeschool, send your 
children to public school or to a private 
school, for the sake of freedom for all 
families, I urge you to oppose the regulation 
of homeschooling. 


Wayde Hoppe 
Van Buren Township 


Thank you for coming 
when he called for help 


To the editor: 

On Sunday, my husband fell on the 
driveway in front of our house. I found this 
out when a young lady came to the front 
door to get me. Two teens, walking by the 
house, heard him calling for help. We are 
both VERY thankful that they were passing 
by when Rick needed help. 

We consider them “Angels” for stopping 
to help him and for alerting me that he 
had fallen. In the intensity of the situation, 
neither of us thought to ask them their 
names. 

Again, THANK YOU for stopping to 
help. Your parents must be very proud 
of you. We are forever grateful for your 
kindness. 


Mary Jane & Rick Dawson 
Belleville 


5 Points: Leave our 
little town as it is 


To the editor: 
I have been reading people want to 
change 5 Points. 

A roundabout, flashing lights, a stop sign. 
All that is needed at 5 Points is patience. 
Patience costs nothing. People need to 
slow down and relax. 

Leave our little town as it is. 


Steve Ford 
Belleville 


Small-town attitude of 
kindness lives here 


To the editor: 

Courtesy abounds in Belleville’s 
thoughtful people. I witnessed it on 
Sunday, Feb. 25, while shopping at the 
local Dollar Store. 

A lovely young family with a waving one 
year old paid my bill. 

Since it was mostly cat food kibbles — 
honey and Mr. Wiggles, two felines like 
in dry nutrition, I say, “Thank you and 
Meow,” to their kindness. 

We still have that small-town attitude of 
kindness. May it never go away. 

And, to those types of people, may they 
live forever. 


Home in Belleville 
G. Bitnar 
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More Letters 


Maundy Thurs., Good 
Friday at Faith Denton 


To the editor: 
Praying all is well with you and your 
loved ones. 

We are having two events this month at 
Faith Denton. On March 28 at 6 p.m. we 
are having Maundy Thursday service. Our 
Pastor will deliver a short homily followed 
by foot washing, a meal similar to the 
passover meal and communion. All are 
welcome. Please call the church phone and 
leave a message if you wish to attend. We 
are requesting this information so we can 
prepare adequate food for this occasion. 

On March 29 we will be having Good 
Friday service starting at noon. Our 
certified Lay Servants will give a short 
homily on one of the Seven last words of 
Christ from the cross. After the service, we 
will serve light refreshments. We welcome 
one and all. Thanks so much. 


Rev. Dr. Willie F Smith, Pastor 
Faith Denton United Methodist Church 
6020 Denton Rd., Belleville 
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March 14 — Jeff Crawford 


Do you have a birthday soon? Does 
someone you know have a birthday? Let us 
know and we will print the name as soon as 
possible. For more information, call (734) 
699-9020. 


CAROL S. GUENTHER 
(July 29, 1935 - March 10, 2013) 


Gone from our sight, 
Forever in our hearts. 


-- Vonda, Steve, 
& her sister Margaret 


IMPORT AND DOMESTIC 


Burhop’s Collision 


Bopy AND FENDER REPAIR 


COMPLETE GLASS INSTALLATION 


112 Davis St. 
Belleville, MI 48111 


REALTY 
Angela Lee 


Ne 


(734) 699-3641 


Fax: (734) 699-3856 


Towing Available 
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m. 


Belleville MI 


PLease Inquire About Our 
Spring/Summer SPECIALS! 
thehairstation151@yahoo.com 
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The Hair Station 
(734) 796-4795 


151 Main Street 
48111 


George E. Long, III 


Attorney & Counselor At Law 


Federal & State Criminal 
and Civil Defense 
DUI ¢ Wills e Probate Matters 
Divorce ¢ Social Security Disability 
Notary Public 


234-697-4455 


Direct: 313-626-1822 

Office: 313-214-2419 
Angela.Lee@exprealty.com 
www.AngelaLeeYourRealtor.com 
#LookAndListWithLee 


The Lee Team 


/ SUMPTER 
/ COLLISION 


Famii 


James Chudzinski - Owner ( A 
Kevin Schewe - Manager v 
21585 Sumpter Rd. 


1957 


Belleville, MI 48111 
i 734.699.7758 


sumptercollision@gmail.com 
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All Insurances Welcome 
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee 
Onsite Rental Cars 


R.V. Repair 
Auto Glass 


Í Motorcycle 
& Watercraft 


Contact Coldwell Banker Professionals for a 


rewarding customer experience unlike any other. 


TO VISI 
RealEstate48111.com 


SCAN [EJK 
ME! TA As [m] 


11752 Belleville Road 


Van Buren Twp, MI 48111 


734-697-1800 
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Jessica Jones James Morgan 
Manager Manager 


ADOPTIONS BY APPOINTMENT, MONDAY - SATURDAY 
11 A.M. - 3 P.M. CALL 734-461-9458 


Friends of MI Animals Rescue 
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All 


pronen 51299 Arkona Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 


5 yraa 
734-461-9458 


Friends of Michigan info@friendsofmichigan.org 
Animals Rescue www.friendsofmichigan.org 


TORD Free Estimates 
& at Service & Repair 
n Ceann, 
as Lines ore 
PLUMBING 


Caleb Windiate 
734.307.6478 


ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com 


Licensed & Insured 
Honest & Reliable 


west BRANCH BUILDER. 


So 


21321 KARR RD 
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 


TIM BOWMAN 


SERVING OUR 
COMMUNITY FOR 
OVER 38 YEARS 


LICENSED 
INSURED 


RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL 


westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com PHONE 734-476-1098 


1.R's Tree Service 
734-250-3855 


Jeremy Reber 
owner 


Free Estimate's 
Tree Removal 
Tree Trimming 
Scump Removal 
Fire Wood 
Lot Clearing 
Fully Insured 


Arrwood Construction 

Grading, Excavating, etc. 

Bill Arrwood f 
A 


owner 
313-363-6590 


49450 Judd Rd. 
Belleville, MI. 48111 


arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com 


| 


Fax 734-697-7939 


Belleville, M 


AUTO « HOME « MOBILE HOME 
DUANE DETLOR, CIC BOAT ° BUSINESS ° LIFE 
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SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP & VAN Buren TOWNSHIP For OveR 41 YEARS 


Daud C Broun 
Funeral Stome 


Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 


Remember 


David C. Brown, Founder « Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager 


(734) 697-4500 


© 


www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com 


Complete Line of Monuments & Markers. r ne 


460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 4811 


4a DWDVVE fe Tris E 
TODAY" 


Buy 3 Ads, 


Get 1 FREE! 


Call our Advertising Manager 


Janet Millard Today! 734-699-9020 


ENAN 


BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 


Moving forward 417 Charles 
in Christ together! Sunday 10am 


bellevillefirstumc.org 734.697.9288 


BELLEVILLE 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Saturday Mornings 
Bible Study 10:00 Worship 11:30 
89 South Edgemont 
bellevillesda.com 


BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 


11900 Belleville Road 


Service and Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. 


sp BETHANY 


810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm 
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 


SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M. 
Connect Classes 
11 a.m. Sunday Worship 


. 
WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M. 
S.0.S. Recovery & Support Group 
WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M. 
Bible Study & Youth Groups 
894 E. Huron River Dr. 
Belleville 


Community Church 


REACH + 


COMMECT » SERVE 
JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE & 
FOLLOW US ON FE 


FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
6020 Denton Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 483-2276 
www.faithchurchdenton.org 
Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study & 
refreshments after Worship. 


Ridge Road Church of Christ 
1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198 
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM 
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930 


RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
All services are open to in person or live stream. 
Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Adult, Youth & Children @ 7 p.m. 
Visitrol-ag.com (734) 699-6700 


ST. ANTHONY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
409 W. Columbia Avenue (734) 697-1211 
" Saturday Mass: 6:00pm 
= Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am 
=" Mondays: 6:30pm Adoration 
www.stanthonybelleville.com 


WoULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE 
YOUR CHURCH LISTED IN 
THIS DIRECTORY? 
Catt ADVERTISING 
MANAGER JANET MILLARD 
AT 734-699-9020 Topay! 


Tom Edward Keller 


TOM EDWARD KELLER 

(September 13, 1954 — February 27, 2024) 
Tom Edward Keller, age 69, a lifelong resident of 
Sumpter Township, MI passed away peacefully 
February 27, 2024 at his home surrounded by 
family. Tom was born in Detroit, MI to Jim and 
Edith (Caldwell) Keller on September 13, 1954. 
Tom was a baker his entire life, learning the 
trade from his parents at a very early age. He 
was co-owner of Keller’s Farm Bakery on 
Haggerty Road in Sumpter Township where 
he was an excellent baker and took pride in his 
work. He enjoyed working alongside his brother 
and co-owner Joe for the majority of their lives. 
Tom had a deep appreciation of the outdoors 
and loved to hunt and trap whenever he had 
the opportunity. Because of his knowledge of 
trapping many knew him simply as “Trapper”. 
Tom loved to meet and talk to new people over 
his CB radio where he used the handle Muddy 
Water Trapper. In his later years Tom enjoyed 
raising homing pigeons. He really enjoyed 
planting a garden and was hoping to do so again 
this spring. 

Tom came from an extremely close family; 
his bond with his siblings was something to be 
admired. Tom was loved beyond measure and 
will be remembered forever by those that knew 
him as the type of person that would always 
be there for you, showed deep concern for 
those he loved, and was extremely thoughtful. 
He knew when to crack a well-timed joke and 
was a plethora of knowledge when it came to 
fixing things, growing things, and baking things. 
Tom is survived by his brothers Joe (Nellie) 
Keller, Jack Keller, Jim (Denise) Keller; his 
sisters Delores (Bud) Joye, Denise (Kenny) 
Mills, Dian (Ed) Memering; a sister-in-law Jean 
Smith; and many nieces, nephews, great-nieces 
and great-nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his parents Jim 
and Edith Keller and two brothers Gene Keller 
and Leroy Smith. 

A celebration of life is being planned for a later 
date. His final resting place will be Michigan 
Memorial Cemetery in Flat Rock, MI alongside 
his parents and brother Gene. 


CREMATION 


$895.00 complete 
NO Hidden Service Fees 


(800) 331-5051 


DUZAK Funeral & 
Cremation Center, Inc. 


Southeast Michigan’s Lowest 
Cremation Cost Provider 
Since 1977 


www.duzakcremation.com 
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Constance Valeria 
Drobot 


CONSTANCE VALERIA DROBOT 

Drobot, Constance V., age 90, of Van Buren 
Township, February 29, 2024. Beloved wife 
of the late Frank Drobot. Loving mother of 
Clara (Albert) Dancho, Norma Jean Miller, 
Mary (James) Wagner, Dolores Schell, Shirley 
(Jerry) Barker, and Suzanne (Christina) Smith. 
Dearest grandmother of Albert Jr, Constance, 
Jeffrey, Crystal, Melissa, Charles (Brandy), 
Jessica (Anthony), Jason (Jessica), Jeremy 
(Andrea), Tiffany, Derek, Ryan, Bryan, 
Brandon, Brianna, and great-grandmother of 
11. She is preceded in death by her parents 
Aloizy and Clara Wierzbicki. Constance loved 
to bowl, play cards, and gambling. She was a 
member of Moose and the Eagles. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to the Humane 
Society. Her cremation will take place at “The 
Witness Crematory” located inside of Michigan 
Memorial Funeral Home. 
www.mimemorial.com 
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RONALD J. LIPINSKI 

Ronald J. Lipinski, 86, died February 22, 2024. 
Son of Frank Lipinski and Adelaide (Merecki). 
Beloved brother of Robert, Shirley, and Sr. Pat 
Lipinski. Mr. Lipinski was a lifelong resident 
of Belleville. 

He graduated from Belleville High School in 
1955. His favorite activity was marching band. 
He had been involved with the “all year” class 
reunion at BHS for years. Ron went on to GMI 
in Flint and earned a degree in engineering. He 
retired from GM Hydromatic in Ypsilanti. He 
was a long-time member of St. Anthony church 
in Belleville. He loved sports, especially the 
Tigers and Lions. 

He is preceded in death by his parents and 
brother Robert. He is survived by his sister 
Shirley (Jim Needham) in CA and another 
sister, Sr. Pat Lipinski of CA, along with nieces 
Stacy, Shawn, Shannon, Sandi, and nephew 
Jim, all who adored him. Cremation has already 
occurred, and no memorial services are planned 
at this time. 


MARY E. HOFF 

(September 5, 1937 — February 26, 2024) 

Age 86, longtime Belleville resident and 
longtime member of First United Methodist 
Church. Served as social worker in the Van 
Buren Schools. Privately interred with husband 
Edwin in Hillside Cemetery. 
www.davidcbrownfh.com 


One Call Does It All... 


..At The Independent 
734-699-9020 
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Birth announcement 


- 
wot 


Kash Michael Jamnick 


Gabrielle Cook and Justin Jamnick of 
Belleville announce the Feb. 22 birth of 
their son Kash Michael Jamnick at 5:41 
am. at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in 
Ypsilanti. He weighed 6 pounds 9 ounces, 
and measured 20.5 inches long. 


Things to do in the 


Belleville area... 


¢ Thursday, March 7, to Saturday, March 
9 — FIRST in Michigan district competition 
at Belleville High School, presented by the 
Belleville Yacht Club. About 40 teams expected 
including the Belleville High School team, 
the Bellevillains. Open to the public without 
charge. 

e Friday, March 8 -- St. Aloysius Lenten 
Fish Fry Cod Dinner, 4:30-7 p.m. Curbside 
pickup (313) 439-0864. Credit and debit cards 
accepted. Baked or fried, $14; kids meals, 
$8; pizza, $6. Church is at 37200 Neville St., 
Romulus. 

e Friday, March 8 — Fish Fry at 5 p.m. at the 
Van Buren Eagles, 9961 Beck Rd., Van Buren 
Township, with meat raffle at 6:30 p.m., Red 
Cup Party (Toby Keith Tribute) at 7:30 p.m. 
Public welcome 

e Friday, March 8 — Family Feud at the Pvt. 
James D. Donovan/Romulus VFW Post 78 
Auxiliary, 39270 W. Huron River Dr., Romulus 
(734) 941-3030. Doors open at 6 p.m., game 
starts at 7 p.m. Teams of up to six players, $5 
per player. Bring snacks to share at your table. 
Payout determined by the number of players. 
Must be 18 or older to play; 


They’re reading the Independent 
Everywhere 


Matthew Kubit of Van Buren Charter Township brought a copy of the Independent 
with him on his recent vacation to Washington, D.C. 

You, too, are invited to submit a photo of you reading the Independent in an exotic 
location. Please include the name and address of the person you wish to get the free 
subscription when it is printed. Include your phone number if you want us to let you 
know just before goes in the paper. A person may use this offer to get a total of two 


free subscriptions — and no more. 


If you aren’t going to an exotic location, just send us $55 for postage to an address inside 
Michigan or $60 out of state, and we’ll provide mail delivery of the Independent so you won’t 


miss a single, exciting issue. 
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SPRINGHIUNE-UPSISTARTINGATAS 40) 
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ea Tanu March 31, 2024 


Famity OwneD AND OPERATED SINCE 2007! 


RESIDENTIAL 
SERVICES 


> a~< 
APS 


“A Perfect Solution” 


Specializing in Custom Bathrooms, Bath Replacements and Easements 


www.apsrs.com 


FINANCING AVAILABLE — Not to exceed $1500 


Coupon expires 04/30/2024 


BETHANY BIBLE CHURCH 
810 E. HURON RIVER DRIVE 
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 


Artist Circle $20 
General Seating Presale: $15 — At the Door $16 
13 and under free 


www.bethanybiblechurch.com 
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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman 


The Belleville Downtown Development Authority spent two hours on Saturday in the Cozadd Room at the Belleville Area District Library in a strategy session. From left are City 
Manager Jason Smith, Assistant City Manager Steve Jones, DDA Treasurer Sabrina Richardson-Williams, Mayor Ken Voigt, DDA Chair Alicia McGovern, Kelly McWilliams, Chris 
Donley, Mike Gatteri, DDA Secretary Denise Baker, and DDA Vice Chair John Winter. Leading the session, at right standing, was Samantha Harkins of Hundred Place Consulting 


of Lansing and, seated, planning consultant Jill Bahm of Giffels Webster in Ann Arbor. 


KAYROUZE “05” 
JEWELRY “a” 
Tony Kayrouze 
504 Main Street 
Belleville, MI 48111 


@ 734.444.2323 
™@ tony@kayrouzejewelry.com 


SP 


D 


JPEN FUR, 
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MOE AD Oe was 
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i 
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734-699-1800 CALL AHEAD OR DRIVE-IN 


©2024 A&W Restaurants, Inc. 


KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING 


at it's 


NH OIL UNDERCOATING 
THE NEW, 


THE OLD! 
- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS - 


Belleville DDA spends two hours 
planning for the future of its district 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 
The Belleville Downtown Development 
Authority gathered on Saturday for a 
two-hour strategic planning session 
with Samantha Harkins of Hundred 
Place Consulting of Lansing leading the 


Tree Removal ¢ Tree Trimming 
Tree Pruning ° Brush Removal 
Stump Grinding 


Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts 
No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small 


TNTTREE.COM 


2 
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discussion, assisted by planning consultant 
Jill Bahm of Giffels Webster in Ann Arbor. 

Harkins presented a written report about 
her last session with them in 2022. The 
group talked about plans for the DDA 
district and Harkins said she would send 
them a written report on this session by 
Monday. 

Bahm discussed planning suggestions 
with the DDA and suggested having a 
high school student on the board. It was 
noted that students are required to have 
community service. 

“Nobody understands how government 
works,” Bahm said, adding the student 
could bring back that information to her 
class. 

Assistant City Manager Steve Jones 
pointed out that DDA chairwoman Alicia 
McGovern said, “This isn’t a one and done 
for the year.” He said Harkins will be back 
in the summer to see where the DDA is with 
its projects and to renew its enthusiasm. 

They also plan to work with Bahm on 
present DDA projects. 


Pharmacy 


Passionately Devoted to Wellness & Community 


248 Main St Belleville, MI 48111 
734-391-0190 


Call to 
transfer your eee 
prescriptions ow oca 
today! “= Business 
y: p" 
EF 


June Milton, Owner & Pharmacist 


a. ) Pet Meds 


(1. Medication Consultations 


(Immunizations 


ay FREE Medication Delivery 


Follow Us for 
Updates!! 


C0. and MORE! 
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Hidden Treasures Gift Shop 
vendors to cut prices prior to move 


In anticipation of the closing of the Hidden 
Treasures Gift Shop at Haggerty School 
before moving back to the facilities at the 
new Van Buren Township Community 
Center, vendors are marking down their 
items. 

Instead of taking their hand-made items 
home to wait for the new community center 
location to open and then bring them back, 
they will make them available to the public 
now at reduced prices, said Renee Hughes, 
one of the managers of the gift shop and a 
retired school teacher. 

She expects the shop to be closed for about 
two months as Haggerty School is emptied 
out and cleaned up and the new community 
center readied. She said the shelving at 
the gift shop is from the township and the 
shelves are expected to be moved back to 
township hall and painted before being put 
in the new shop. 

Hughes said the new community center 
possibly may open in April and there 
is sure to be a grand opening and other 
celebrations to mark the event. 

The Gift Shop, which has been temporarily 
at Haggerty School, is open from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., Monday through Friday. Haggerty 
School is located at 13770 Haggerty Rd., 
between E. Huron River Drive and Savage 
Road in Van Buren Township. 

To find the shop, those interested need 
to push the buzzer at the front door of the 
school to be let in and then walk down and 
around the long school hallways to get to 
the shop. 

There is no telephone line in the Gift 
Shop at Haggerty, but for information 
those interested may call (734) 699-8918. 

Items that are reasonably priced to begin 
will be cut in price. This may include toys, 
matted and framed photos, therapeutic rice 
packs, kitchen towels, hand-made greeting 
cards, and many crocheted, knitted, and 
sewn items. 


The seniors receive the money for their 
items that are sold and money they pay 
to rent the display shelves goes to help 
support the senior center, Hughes said. 

She said the seniors usually price their 
hand-made items so other seniors can 
afford them. 


Things to do in the 


Belleville area... 


e Tuesday, March 12 — “The Potato Famine 
and the Coming of the Irish to America” at 6 
p.m. at the Belleville Area District Library. 
Author and storyteller Terence O’Lear will 
share the heartbreaking stories of the Irish 
during the five long years of the potato Famine, 
when more than one million Irish died and more 
than one million fled to America and survived. 

e Tuesday, March 12 — Thinking of opening 
your home to a child through foster care? 
Guiding Harbor will hold two training sessions 
at its office at 525 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville. 
The March 12 session is 6-8 p.m. The March 
22 session is 1-3 p.m. Call (734) 412-7962 to 
register. 

¢ Wednesday, March 13 — Drive-Through 
Chicken Supper at Willow United Methodist 
Church, 36925 Willow Rd., New Boston, (734) 
654-9020. Pick up from 4:30 p.m. until sold out. 
Call orders in by 4 p.m. for faster service. 


“We Bring The Warehouse To You!” 


CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES 
AND VERTICALS 


FREE ESTIMATES 
SENIOR & VETERANS DISCOUNTS 


Call (313) 303-1299 |- m= -3=7 
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Notice for Seniors 


Do You Want To Hear Better? 


Beltone, the MOST TRUSTED NAME 
IN HEARING AIDS, wishes to test a 
remarkable new hearing instrument in 
the area. This offer is free of charge 
and you are under no obligation. The 
revolutionary 100% Digital instruments 
use the latest technology to comfortably 
and almost invisibly help you hear 
more clearly. This technology solves 
the “stopped up ears”, “head in 
a barrel” sensation some people 
experience, and has been clinically 
demonstrated to improve hearing in 
noisy environments. If you wish to 
participate, you will be required to have 
your hearing tested in our office FREE 
OF CHARGE to determine candidacy. 

A limited number of qualified seniors 
are needed to try this product. NO 
PURCHASE is necessary, however you 


The Serene™ Technology 


e Instant fit - a single office visit 
is all it takes 


e Easy to use and wear 
All-day comfort 

e Hear effortlessly in noisy places, 
watching TV, or on the phone. 

e Tiny size and great price! 
SAVE $1000 THIS WEEK!" 


Look! 


She’s 
wearing new 
Open ear 
technology! 


BONUS OFFER 
520 Gift Card” 


may purchase Beltone Serene™ Technology at a reduced rate. 


E Beltone Free Hearing Screening For The 


Hearing 


NEXT 5 DAYS! 


We support & honor Medicare and discount plans 
including BCBS and TRUHEARING. We offer 
professional award-winning service, technology, and 
a FREE LIFETIME BELCARE TREATMENT PLAN. 
CALL US DIRECTLY TO MAXIMIZE YOUR MEDICARE BENEFIT! 


Call now to schedule your free appointment! 


Belleville Ann Arbor 
35 Main St., Suite 101 


734-256-4113 


4076 Packard St. 
734-389-8725 


Ann Arbor 
283 S. Zeeb Rd., Suite F 
734-274-6794 


WWW.BELTONEHEARINGAID.COM 


*Offer valid toward the purchase of two Beltone Serene™ hearing instruments. $500 off a single instrument. 
**Must complete hearing screening to be eligible for gift card. See store for details. Beltone 2024™ 


Family owned and "eae for over 20 year, We take pride in our <a and our r company. 


OON: ELEMENTS CACY EY URR SE] 


- 


DIVERSIFIED 


ROOFING 
QUALITY 


KEEPING YOU COVERED 


Shingle, Flat Roof & Metal Roofs 


Removals, Recover & Repair 


Quality Keeping You Covered...not only our logo, it’s our motto! 


sir Replacements Recovers sf Repairs sk Commercial sv Residential 


Residential e Commercial 
Free Estimates 
State Licensed 

Fully Insured 


800-668-1928 


ALL TYPES 
Flat & Shingled + EPDM 


& qi rons a.WEACCEPT CUSTOMER CHECKLIST 
i ASSOCIATION = a ~ -D O Insured O Office/Showroom O In Business Over 5 Years 
Modified Rubber 


o Licensed (not home or truck) O Factory Certified Installers 
Cedar Shake « Metal 34=429=5 840 O References O Workmanship Guarantee O Check BBB 
779 W. Michigan Avenue « Saline, MI 48176 * www.diversifiedroofinglic.com + 1-800-668-1928 
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ORPHAN 


My name is 

I’m a mild mannered lil’ guy 
who is timid and nervous in 
new situations. | came in as 
a stray with my buddy Robin, 
and no one ever reclaimed 
us. I’m around 10 months 
old. | need a family who 
will be patient with me and 
give me lots of time to relax 
and learn to trust people. 
Since I’m a sensitive boy, 
I'm looking for a quiet home 
with older children. | might 
also love having a doggy 
sibling. Did | mention that | 
love treats? | DO! Can you 
give me the special home 
that I’m looking for? 


If you would like to meet me, 
please go to htt 


ado is and 
fill out an application. | am 
neutered, up to date on all 
age appropriate vaccines, 
heartworm negative, 
microchipped, and on 
monthly flea, tick, and 
heartworm prevention. 


51299 Arkona Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 
734-461-9458 


More Letters 


Belleville Yacht Club a 
beehive of fun activities 


To the editor: 
The Van Buren Public Schools Education 


Foundation held its annual Winter 
Wonderland Celebration on Feb. 24 and it 
was a resounding success! The theme was 
Roaring ‘20s and featured free games of 
skill and luck, Vegas-style. It was hosted 
by the Belleville Yacht Club and raised a 
record-setting amount for its 501c which 
uses all proceeds to benefit VBPS teachers 
and students. 


WE’RE OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY, 8AM-6PM 


AMC ~ 


E o VAN BUREN 


ANIMAL 
MEDICAL 


| CENTER 


ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN 


Scott Driscoll, DVM 
491 Sumpter Road, 


Keri Dasher, DVM 


Belleville, MI 48111 


www.amcvanburen.com 


A (STREET BELLEVILLE, MI 48m 
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Photo courtesy of Tim Craiger 


It’s been an amazing couple of weeks at 
the BYC as they hosted the 2024 Michigan 
Special Olympics Polar Plunge just the 
previous Saturday. Records were also 
shattered for that charity as they raised 
close to $74,000 and set a BYC jumper 
team record of over $6,000. 

That BYC sure is a beehive of fun 
activities and charitable events lately! 
Keep up the great community work! 


Chris Donley 
Van Buren Township 


Things to do in the 


Belleville area... 


¢ Thursday, March 14 — Classic Movie 
Night Series at 6:30 p.m. at the Belleville Area 
District Library. Watch and discuss classic films 
presented by former Detroit Free Press film 
critic John Monaghan. Brought to you by the 
Friends of the Library and the Belleville Area 
Council for the Arts. 


Speciauizine IN Large ann Hazarpous REMOVALS 


PROFESSIONAL 
TREE SERVICE 


24 Hr. Emercency SERVICE 
TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL 
Stump & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL 
CRANE SERVICE * FIREWOOD 


Futty INSURED ° FREE ESTIMATES 
Senior Citizen Discount 


EMERGENCIES & 
BELLEVILLE AREA 
Call Joe (734) 664-9285 
10% OFF MENTION AD 
Call Tom (734) 864-2243 
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Robinson talks of Sumpter Twp. 
‘corruption, mismanagement’ on TV 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

Ronald Barrington Robinson of Sumpter 
Township, who used to have a regular 
podcast in Flint, returned to that show on 
Saturday to discuss what he called “the 
corruption and mismanagement of public 
resources in Sumpter.” 

The “In My Opinion Show” devoted an 
hour to Robinson’s discussion on “What 
is Happening in Sumpter Township?” The 
show is available on YouTube. 

He provided photographs of things that 
he found wrong in Sumpter and urged 
people, “If you hear something that is not 
legal, say something” to an agency that can 
do something about it. 

He urged residents of Sumpter Township 
not to vote for any of the present board 
members ever again because of their 
alleged activities. 

Robinson recounted how the township 
made him move his travel trailer from his 
property because he doesn’t have a house 
on that property where he kept horses and 
a garden. He said he has pictures of many 
others in the township with trailers on 
property without houses that have not been 
cited. Some pictures were shown, along 
with blighted properties. 

He said it all began when he told the 
previous township supervisor to clean up 
his own “raggedy property.” The township 
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2024 


4.699.892 
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Robinson 


then told him to move his trailer and he 
moved it to a storage yard. He said he 
went to 34” District Court to fight the 
ordinance citation. He said he lost under 
the “disgraced” Judge David Parrott, who 
is no longer on the bench, and then took 
it to a higher court where the judge went 
along with the lower court. 

Robinson alleges that two or three months 
later, his attorney told him he had been 
contacted by township attorney Rob Young 
who said if Robinson would stop writing 
letters to the Independent and getting them 
published, he could put his camper back on 
his property. 

“I told my lawyer it was a scam,” Robinson 


(continued on page 13) 
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e No monthly fees 
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Robinson 


(continued from page 12) 


said. “I said to tell him to go to hell and I 
wouldn’t go along with the bribe.” 

John Wilson, who interviewed Robinson 
on the program, said that Robinson’s 
attorney should report that because the 
attorney is an officer of the court. “It’s 
egregious to me, hearing it,” he said. 

“I got screwed, bottom line,” Robinson 
said. “I’m still angry.” 

Robinson listed many complaints he had 
against the township and the condition of 
the roads and the overgrown shoulders of 
the roads with grass hiding fire hydrants. 
“It makes you think you’re living in a 
third-world country.” 

He said, “We pay our taxes ... and the 
seven trustees do as they please and if 
you don’t go along, you'll get retaliated 
against.” 

He asked other Sumpter residents to 
share their experiences with him by email 
at: inmyopinionrbr@att.net . 

Wilson encouraged people to step 
forward because there is safety in numbers 
and codes allegedly are being arbitrarily 
enforced. He said the law should be 
uniformly enforced. 

“All I want is integrity by our so-called 


Se 16, a 
6:00PM 


“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for 
over 20 years with quality and caring service.” 
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Robinson said he is an elected precinct 
delegate in Sumpter and he talks to other 
people. 

“There’s a climate of fear in Sumpter 
Township,” he said. “That’s what gives 
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CROSSINGS Great Hunger in 1845. Experience the 
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million Irish died, it also became a 
tragic blessing for over one million 
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them the power. If they can cower you and 
beat you down, then they win.” 

Wilson urged people to document 
everything by recording on their cellphones 
and take video if they have to. He said to 
record meetings with technology. 

“Sumpter Township is a poor community,” 
Robinson said. “Many people would starve 
to death without Forgotten Harvest... 
Many are at a subsistence level.” 

He alleged one township official had 
used a SMART van, intended to transport 
seniors, to distribute campaign signs, 
which Robinson said is a violation of 
campaign laws. He said he had a picture of 
that happening. 

“They do not scare me,” Robinson said 
when Wilson said Robinson would be open 
to retaliation. “That’s their way of shutting 
people up,” Robinson said. 

Wilson told Robinson that if he has any 
reprisals for discussing Sumpter on this 
program to bring it up and they’ll have 
another show. “It will make it juicier,” he 
said, adding, “Watch your back.” 

Wilson said he and Steve Myers own 
the studio which presented this show. 
The studio is called Omni Orbis Church 
and AllpointsTV. He said this and other 
podcasts can be viewed both on Rumble 
and on YouTube. 


Court Watching 


John Edward Svoboda 

John Edward Svoboda, 52, of Belleville, 
was video-arraigned by 34" District Court 
Judge Brian Oakley on Feb. 28 while in 
custody on charges of home invasion-first 
degree, assault with intent to do great bodily 
harm less than murder / strangulation, and 
assaulting / resisting / obstructing a police 
officer on Feb. 25 in the city of Belleville. 
A probable cause conference was set for 
March 6. Bond is $50,000 cash or surety. 

Eric James Comstock 

Eric James Comstock, 34, of Van Buren 
Township was arraigned while in custody 
at Van Buren Township Police Department 
on Feb. 14 on four charges of criminal 
sexual contact-first degree (relationship) on 
Feb. 8 in Van Buren Township. Magistrate 
Al Hindman set cash bond of $100,000. 
He is to have no contact with the victim. 
On Feb. 28 he was present by zoom for his 
probable cause conference from the Wayne 
County Jail and waited an hour in vain 
for the prosecutor to arrive. Judge Martin 
said she did not want to hold the jail up by 
keeping the prisoner on camera any longer 
and so the preliminary exam was set for 
March 19. 


CASH FOR YOUR HOME 
ANY CONDITION OK 
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE. 
AERO REALTY 


35890 GODDARD 
ROMULUS, MI 48174 
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595 
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSHSSSSSSSSSSSS 
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Upcoming Meetings 


e Monday, March 11 — Van Buren Township 
Public Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., 
BHS 

e Tuesday, March 12 — Sumpter Township 
workshop/regular meeting, 6 p.m. Also, 
Belleville Area District Library board, 7:30 p.m. 

e Wednesday, March 13 — Van Buren Township 
Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m. 

e Thursday, March 14 — Keystone Academy 
school board, 5 p.m. 

e Monday, March 18 — Belleville City Council, 
7:30 p.m. 

e Tuesday, March 19 — Van Buren Township 
regular meeting, 6 p.m. 

e Wednesday, March 20 — Van Buren Township 
Environmental Commission, 6 p.m. Also, 
City of Belleville Downtown Development 
Authority, 6 p.m. 


BONECUTTERS 


TREE EXPERTS, LLC 


STORM DAMAGE & 
FALL DISCOUNTS! 


50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/BRUSH! 
Storm Clean Up GE 
5 SERVICE BY 
Free Estimates WSIS 
Tree Topping & Trimming 
Tree & Shrub Removal 
Stump Removal ¢ Bucket Service 


Insured & Senior Discounts 


<<(734) 431-4202 


PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18. 

This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS 


AUCTION ESTATE SALE SERVICES 


PUBLIC AUCTION 
NOTICE is hereby given that on MARCH 
16, 2024 at 12:00 P.M., Full House Self 
Storage at 7886 Belleville Rd., Belleville, 
MI 48111 is holding a public auction. Unit(s) 
may or may not include the following: 
household items, recreational items, 
appliances, furniture, misc. 


G458, Jazmene Long; E216 & 1418, Devona 
Johnson; T981, Chandler Cuts and Snow 
LLC; H368, L525, L538 & O723, Anthony 
M. Davis; F275, Danielle E. Knopp; 1419 
& J616, Cornell Fox; E210, Lakita Holton; 
P772 & P773, Penny Hiner; M569, Adam 
McNabb; K651, Aafrika Poole; 0724, 
Michael Riley; F264, Mookie Dillard Jr. 
Publish: February 29, 2024 and March 7, 2024 


FOR SALE 


BLACK GE OVER-RANGE 
Microwave $65. Good condition. 
(734) 865-8448 

GENERAC HEAVY DUTY Generator. 
Wheelhouse, 5550 rated watts, 8550 
surge watts. Standard outlet, heavy duty 
extension cord included. Good condition. 
$350. loucatada@aol.com. 


VEHICLES FOR SALE 


2008 BUICK LUCERNE Four Door. 
Like new, inside and out. 136,000 
miles. Full power & air. Kenwood 
stereo. $4,750. (734) 695-0819 03/07 
2009 PONTIAC GT G50 HARDTOP 
convertible. 113,000 miles. Like 
new, inside & out. $7,750. Must see. 
(734) 695-0819 
TAURUS 
miles. 


03/14 


03/21 


03/07 


2014 FORD 
White. 115,500 
(734) 892-8612 
2005 HARLEY DAVIDSON Softail. 
1450 cc Motor. 12,000 miles. New tires. 
$8,500 or best offer. (734) 309-5732 


MEMBERSHIP FOR SALE 


LAKE SHORE RESORT in Davison, 
MI membership for $5000. Access to 
8 other resort locations. For details 
go to OutdoorAdventuresInc.com. 
Contact: loucatada@aol.com. 


Limited. 
$9,600. 


03/21 


03/21 


03/21 


CRYPT FOR SALE 


TANDEM CRYPT (2 Person) at 
Michigan Memorial Park. $7,000. 
(734) 635-1208 03/21 


One Call Does It All... 


..At The Independent 
734-699-9020 


ESTATE SALE on S. Service Dr, between 
Diamondback & Denny’s. March 9-10, 
9:00-4:00. Women’s clothes, canning 
jars, holiday/home décor. Cash, Venmo, 
PayPal. (313) 363-0439 


WANTED 


ADVANCED H & W 
PAYING CASH 


Buying Junk Cars & 
Trucks. Free 7 Day 
Pick Up. Call Today! 


(734) 223-5581 
(517) 605-6388 


D.K. JUNK CAR 
BUYERS 
PAY CASH 


We Work 
Monday - Saturday. 


134-368-5088 
734-545-5195 


WANTED — ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600 TEN 
WANTED — SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 ŒE. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600 TEN 


HELP WANTED 


JANITORIAL POSITION for 
municipality building in Canton. Pleasant 
work environment. Mon-Thurs: 9 p.m.- 
midnight. Fri, Sat, Sun: 6-9 p.m. $17- 
$18/hr. rdunn0&8@yahoo.com 


03/07 


03/14 


Notice to Advertisers: 

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent's liability shall be limited to an 
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind. 


A&L SERVICES 
Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service 
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing, 
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath. 
Serving Belleville Since 
1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628 


PLUMBING ° SEWER 
DRAINS - HANDYMAN 


Gutters Cleaned! 
Power Washing! 
CALL US! 
Local To The 
Belleville Area. Call 
(313) 740-6276. 
Ask For Bill. 


JOE’S CLEAN UP & OUT 
SERVICE 


Will remove 
anything unwanted. 
Please call for an 
estimate or send 
photos to Joe Huziak 
at 1-(313) 510-9742 


LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 
painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774 


INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 


04/04 


MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof 
leaks, cleaning & gutter repair, 
landscape maintenance & power 
washing. (734) 796-3628 03/07 


“ Anyone who stops learning is old 
whether at twenty or eighty. Anyone 
who keeps learning stays young. 
The greatest thing in life is to keep 
your mind young. “ 
— Henry Ford 


Read The Newspaper 


On The Web! 
The Belleville-Area 


Independent Website 
is Online! Visit us @ 


bellevilleareaindependent.com 
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VBT Plan 


(continued from page 3) 


never stops. Operating hours are 24/7. 
Different sounds were associated with what 
they would hear, such as a vacuum cleaner 
running all the time or an airconditioner or 
washing machine. 
Jahr said the loudest times would be when 


To build a 
better world, 
start in your 

own 
community! 


they are on emergency power, but even that 
is in compliance with the ordinance. He 
said it was on a par or less noisy than traffic. 
Grant said traffic was not 24/7 and if its 
running all the time it could be a problem. 
Jahr said he would like to know if when 
the sound reflects off the landfill, as it 
grows higher, it increases. He was informed 
the soil in the landfill absorbs sounds and so 


GUNERZORERATOR = 
EINA 
IRASTAOZS0 9S 


Dudek Heating & Cooling 


Service and Installation 


Licensed and Insured - Free Estimates - Furnaces - Boilers 
Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters 
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing 


Keith Dudek : Owner 
11681 Rawsonville 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Office: (734) 461-6165 
Cell: (734) 730-9733 


ow taking reservations for 
private training . 


Call for a no cost, no obligation discussion 


of how I may help out with: 
# Beginner-level behavior issues 


# Socialization challenges 


it would be quieter. 

Grant asked about the flares now used. 

“What normally happens to landfill gas?” 
Jahr asked. 

Robbins said it is burned on site in flares. 
Jahr agreed the recycling was a better use 
for it. When asked about odors, he was told 
there is no odor when burning. 

Krishnan said harvesting the methane gas 
keeps it from going into the atmosphere. 

Chairperson Brian Cullin said having a 
greenbelt at the side that faces the landfill 
is a waste of money. Cullin asks what 
happens to the hydrogen sulfide, H2S, that 
is waste and he was told it was sent back 
into the landfill. 

In other business at the two-hour-and-35- 
minute meeting, the commission: 

e Held a public hearing during which there 
was no comment on the Cobblestone Creek 
Phase II Revision. The commission then 
approved recommending special land use 
approval to the township board of trustees 
with the revision which contained slightly 
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fewer side-entry garages; 

e Approved recommendation of a 
amended preliminary Planned Residential 
Development and Agreement for 
Cobblestone Creek Phase III Revision; 

e Approved a recommendation to grant 
a temporary land use permit to conduct a 
outdoor fireworks tent sale at Lakewood 
Shopping Plaza from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
June 21 to July 4 by Phantom Fireworks. 
This is the 12" time Phantom will be at this 
site for fireworks sales; 

e Approved an amendment to the Belle 
Pointe Estates Subdivision site plan to 
include a slightly different design for one 
home. The subdivision is on the east side 
of Belleville Road, north of Ecorse Road; 

e Heard Treasurer Budd announce that 
Wendy’s is going to reopen soon. She said 
she saw trucks taking junk out of the site; 

e Heard Director Power say that the 
township is dealing with the main 
Camping World office and they have a final 
adjustment to the floorplan and are wanting 
to move forward soon. 


© Estate Planning © Probate @ Prepoty Lew 


152 Wain St. 


(Suite 11 


Call 34 118 -8574 


Belleille, WV ich. 48111 www. cnnyeversolelau. cam 


City of Belleville Public Notice 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO SELL 


The City of Belleville intends to sell its property at 100 Davis St, Belleville, 
MI 48111. This property is the former Public Services site. 


# Preparation for therapy dog 
certification 
Janet Deaton 


‘ , Certified Dog Trainer 
dogs by janet = Belleville janet@dogsbyjanet com sa (734) 604-1720 


HONESTY IS OUR POLIC Y! 
LONNIE” S $h 


Auro REPAIR 


NEW CUSTOMERS GET 
10% OFF LABOR DURING OUR: SENIORS, VETERANS & : 
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE , 


lI 
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1 GET-TO-KNOW-YOUR-FRIENDS-TRUSTWORTHY- 11 

l RELIABLE-AUTO-MECHANIC-SALE ıı 10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL ' 
E H "WITH COUPON - LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 3-28-24 aal 


I WITH COUPON ° LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 3-28-24 


| Disc Brake SPECIAL 11 LET'S GET READY FOR SPRING! \ 


! Premium Paps & Rotors, IncLupes !! 
LABOR, STARTING AT $300 or Less! r VEHICLE CHECK 
| Belts, Hoses, Etc. | 


Most Cars. Restrictions Apply. 


T WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 3-28- 2A A 
k 


50 South Street at a Belleville ° 734-325-7065 
Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm 


The property is being sold “As-ls” and there are known environmental 
contaminants at the site. Those wishing to submit an offer acknowledge 
that they are aware of the environmental concerns and accept 
responsibility for their removal and/or remediation. 


Offers to purchase the site can be made in writing to: 
City of Belleville 
C/O Jason Smith, City Manager 
6 Main Street 
Belleville, MI 48111 


The offer must include the bidder’s name (or business name with a point 
of contact name), address, phone number, offer price, statement 
acknowledging that the purchaser will accept responsibility for the 
environmental issues. The offer must be signed by the bidder, or 
someone within the business that is authorized to submit a bid on the 
company’s behalf. 


Optionally, the offer may also include a contact e-mail. Incomplete 
offers will not be considered. 


DEADLINE: March 15, 2024 at 4:30pm. No late submissions will be 
accepted. 


Publish: March 7, 2024 
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City council agrees 
to hire Lexipol grant 


writing service 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

The Belleville City Council at Monday’s 
regular meeting unanimously approved the 
city manager’s recommendation to hire 
Lexipol grant writing service to write the 
larger grant requests that take more time to 
complete. 

For $7,500 annually, for two years, 
Lexipol will write one big grant a year, 
doing 85% of the work, with the city 
taking pictures and doing 15%. He said 
the consultant will give a grant-writing 
session, as well, and give assistance and 
discounts for other grant writing. 

Lexipol is located in Frisco, TX. 

City Manager Jason Smith said the bigger 
grants need a grant writer, especially if you 
want it to be done right. He said the city 
doesn’t have enough manpower to spend 
the amount of time necessary for this. 

“We left a lot of money on the table,” said 
Mayor Ken Voigt, referring to past chances 
to get grants. He said he’s been pushing for 
a grant writer for three or four years. 

When Councilmember Julie Kissel asked 
which line item the payment will come 
from, financial consultant Kelly Howey 
of Plante Moran, said they can take it out 
of the general fund first and then from 
whatever department it benefits. 

Fire Chief Brian Loranger said the fire 
department has a grant writer that has 
written grants for his department and got 
them a lot of equipment. 

Councilman Jeremiah Beebe said he 
doesn’t have a problem with a grant 
writer, but he preferred the writer getting a 
percentage of the grant received rather than 
being fee-based. He said the city spends 
$7,500 and there’s only one option. He 
asked if local communities had suggestions 
for other grant writers. 

Mayor Voigt said the city manager 
checked with surrounding communities. 
He said time is of the essence since the 
deadline for a park grant is April 1. 

City Manager Smith said he started on 
Oct. 16 looking for a grant writer. There is 
a tight window for the park grant, he said. 

Assistant City Manager Steve Jones said 
the amount of money this company will 
make off the city isn’t much. 

Smith said they will ask for $1.5 million 
for parks and about $50,000 for Safe 
Streets for All. 

“There’s a lot of money out there,” said 
Smith. “The little ones I can handle.” 

It was noted that Lexipol claims a 40% 
success rate, double what other firms have. 

Councilman Randy Priest asked if the city 
was working with SEMCOG and Smith 
said yes and that’s how he found Lexipol. 

In other business at Monday’s meeting, 
the council: 

e Approved a resolution of support 
for the Council of Western Wayne’s 
funding request for public safety radios 
for communities within the CWW area. 


Police Chief Kris Faull said that with the 
encrypted communication channels put in 
place by the state and on the new police 
radios, the reserve officers do not have 
functioning radios. She said the request is 
for 12 radios so all the full-time and reserve 
officers will have functioning radios; 

e Heard Howey report in the Quarterly 
Financial Report that the finances are 


behind a little because of the computer 
system crash, but they are working on it; 

e Scheduled budget preparation meetings 
for 6 p.m. May 2, which is a special 
meeting for police and fire budgets; 6 
p.m. May 20 for DPW and administration 
budgets; 6 p.m. June 3, if necessary; and 
the regular 7:30 p.m. June 17 meeting for 
budget adoption. The city manager said the 
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budget has to be approved before July 1; 

e Approved assignments of council 
members to meet with specific departments 
to gather budget information: Voigt and 
Kissel, DPW; Beebe and Priest, fire 
department; Kissel and Bates, police; and 
Voigt and Bates, administration; 

e Received a list of fire department needs 


(continued on page 17) 


Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice 


VAN BUREN 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP 


Charter Township of Van Buren 
Annual Cemetery Cleaning Notice 


The Department of Public Services will be conducting its 
annual spring cleaning at all Township cemeteries. 


2024 Cemetery Spring cleaning will begin 
Monday, March 11th and end Friday, March 22"¢ 


Receptacles placed on graves such as flowerpots, religious items 
and similar objects will be discarded if not removed by Easter Sunday 


New items may be displayed beginning April 18%. 


Van Buren Township provides maintenance for the following 


cemeteries: 


Denton - 49780 Cross St. (Michigan Avenue and Denton Road) 
Soop - 49250 Denton Road (South l-94 Service Drive and Denton 


Road) 


Tyler - 39820 Tyler Road (Tyler and Hannan Roads) 
Otisville - 41875 Riggs Road 


For additional information contact 
The Department of Public Services 734.699.8925 


Leon Wright 
Township Clerk 


Published: February 29, 2024 
Published: March 7, 2024 
Posted: February 22, 2024 


March 7, 2024/Belleville Area Independent 


City Council 


(continued from page 16) 


for the new truck totalling $55,548.62. 
The new truck replaces a 1989 model. Fire 
Chief Loranger said the fire auxiliary had a 
fund raiser that raised $31,000 and that will 
be used to pay for some of the equipment; 
e Received the EGLE Drinking Water 
Testing Schedule and DPS Activity Report; 
e Approved special event requests for 
Lake Fest, June 21-23, and Cub Scout Pack 
793 flower sale of six-inch potted flowers 
for spring and Easter at Fourth Street 
Square, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on March 24; 
e Approved accounts payable of 

$73 548.09 and the following departmental 
expenditures in excess of $500: to CMP 
Distributors, $599.50 for police duty 
ammunition; to City of Livonia, $1,500 for 
Western Wayne County Mobile Field Force 
Team Annual Membership for police; to 
Crawford Door, $750 for repair of DPW 
garage door; to Miss Dig, $1,296.15 for 
Miss Dig Membership Fees; to Metro 
Environmental, $2,142.50 for repair of 


clogged sewer main; and to All Seasons 
landscape, $863.65 for repair of mower; 

e Heard planning commission member 
Mike Renaud ask about the Downtown 
Development Authority buying property 
that will be taken off the tax roles. Mayor 
Voigt said last Saturday’s DDA vote on 
buying 258 Main St. will have to be retaken 
because it was placed on the agenda wrong. 
He said the city had a serious problem with 
the absentee landlord at 258 Main and they 
didn’t want that to happen again. He said 
the former hardware store was purchased 
with property on Fifth Street and the city 
parking lot will be extended there. He said 
the DDA will try to re-sell the store; 

e Heard Linda LeBlanc say her husband 
owns the trailer park on Loza Lane and she 
manages it. She said their $41 ,000 water bill 
was on the front page of the Independent 
as going to be put on their property tax 
and she had many questions. She said two 
years ago the city manager who was also 
police chief told her she had this $41,000 
bill. She said her inlaws owned the park in 
the ‘50s and they passed it on to their son. 


“We made an agreement to pay $1,000 a 
month,” she said. She said she talked to 
Rena, the manager of Belle Villa mobile 
home park, Monday afternoon, who told 
her their bill had been $440,000 and they 
also had an agreement with Dave Robinson 
to pay that bill. LeBlanc said Robinson said 
the high bill was the result of an employee 
that worked at the city. “I talked with my 
lawyer and he told me to pay it,” she said. 
She asked why Loza Lane was on the list 
to have it put on the taxes and not Belle 
Villa? She said she’s been married for 52 
years and, “Why wasn’t this brought up to 
us before? We always paid our bill.” She 
said they are not a large corporation. She 
said she talked to the city manager about 
this and hopes to get some answers; and 

e Heard Matthew Pinneau say he and 
Christina Davis tried to attend the meeting 
by zoom, but got cut off so they came 
in person. He said he won’t speak to the 
validity of the complaints (about the 
animals on Davis’ property), but he said 
he spoke to the city manager about the 
grey area of noise and nuisance rather 
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than a blanket ordinance against animals, 
that he thinks is being prepared. Mayor 
Voigt said the intent is not to outlaw 
all animals, but it is not uncommon to 
limit animals and require a kennel if you 
have many. City Manager Smith said the 
proposed ordinance is 60% done and will 
be presented at the next meeting. He said 
no livestock such as pigs, horses, or water 
fowl. Maurena Williams, who lives next 
door to Davis, said roosters bring mice 
and rats with the food on the ground. She 
said one mouse in one season can have 
78 babies. She said the rooster crowed 
28 times on Christmas day beginning at 
5:30 a.m., and she has that recorded. She 
talked about a pit bull beating up a beagle 
at 2 o’clock in the morning. She told of 
two pitbulls that ripped another dog apart. 
“There’s no other place in the city like 100 
Henry,” said Dr. Kenneth Williams, who 
said he believes the rabbit enclosure was on 
the cold ground all winter. A raccoon got to 
the rabbits and he heard them screaming, 
he said. 


CITY OF BELLEVILLE 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES 
Tuesday, February 20, 2024 - 7:30 pm 

The regular meeting of the City Council was held 
via a hybrid of in-person and virtual access through 
ZOOM. 

The regular meeting of the Belleville City Council 
was called to order by Mayor Voigt at 7:30 p.m. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF 


SILENCE 

2. ROLL CALL 

Council Member Beebe Present 
Council Member Kissel Present 
Council Member Priest Present 
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Present 
Mayor Voigt Present 


3. PRESENTATIONS & CITIZENS COMMENTS 
A. Presentations 
* Police Department 2023 Yearly Report 
i. Chief Faull presented the yearly report. 
ii. Mayor Pro-Tem Bates inquired about revenue 
for the department. 
iii. Council Member Priest inquired about patrols 
and ordinance violations. 
B. Council Follow Up List 
e City Manager Smith updated Council on the 
Follow Up List. 
C. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
e No comments. 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
MOTION: Motion by Beebe, supported by Priest to 
approve the agenda as presented. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 


Council Member Beebe Aye 
Council Member Kissel Aye 
Council Member Priest Aye 
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Aye 
Mayor Voigt Aye 


Motion Carried. 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Approval of Minutes 
a. February 5, 2024 Regular Meeting 
B. Accounts Payable and Departmental Expenditures 
a. Accounts Payable 
b. Departmental Expenditures 
C. Communications 
a. MMRMA Monthly Acknowledgement 
b. January 2024 Police Department Stats 
D. Special Events 
a. Egan’s Pub Car Show 
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Kissel 
approving the consent agenda items as presented. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 


Council Member Beebe Aye 


Council Member Kissel Aye 
Council Member Priest Aye 
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Aye 
Mayor Voigt Aye 


Motion Carried. 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Hearing of Confirmation — Special Assessment 
Roll No. 0001 — Delinquent Utility Bills. 

MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Beebe to 
open the Public Hearing at 7:52 p.m. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 


Council Member Beebe Aye 
Council Member Kissel Aye 
Council Member Priest Aye 
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Aye 
Mayor Voigt Aye 


Motion Carried. 

e Discussion took place among residents, Council 
Members, and City Administration regarding the 
transfer of delinquent utility bills to the tax roll. 
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Kissel to 
close the Public Hearing at 7:53 p.m. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 


Council Member Beebe Aye 
Council Member Kissel Aye 
Council Member Priest Aye 
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Aye 
Mayor Voigt Aye 


Motion Carried. 
7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

e None. 
8. GENERAL BUSINESS DISCUSSION 
A. Resolution # 24-006 — Confirmation of Special 
Assessment Roll No. 00001 — Delinquent Utility 
Bills. 
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Beebe 
approving Resolution # 24-006, allowing for the 
transfer of delinquent utility bills to the tax roll. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 


Council Member Beebe Aye 
Council Member Kissel Aye 
Council Member Priest Aye 
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Aye 
Mayor Voigt Aye 


Motion Carried. 
B. Past-Due Utility Shutoff Discussion 

e City Manager Smith explained the history of utility 
shut-offs in the City. 

e Reviewed other communities’ shut-off/re-connect 
policies. 
C. Resolution # 24-007 — Appointment of Belleville 
Representatives for DUWA 
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Beebe 
approving Rick Rutherford as the primary delegate, 
and Jason Smith as the alternate delegate for the 


DUWA Board. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Council Member Beebe Aye 
Council Member Kissel Aye 
Council Member Priest Aye 
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Aye 
Mayor Voigt Aye 


Motion Carried. 

D. Police Chief Contract 

MOTION: Motion by Priest, supported by Bates 
approving the contract for Police Chief Faull. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 


Council Member Beebe Aye 
Council Member Kissel Aye 
Council Member Priest Aye 
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Aye 
Mayor Voigt Aye 


Motion Carried. 
E. Priority Waste Curbside Junk Pickup Day 
Discussion 

e Council determined that it would be best to 
explore the pickup day again around budget time, and 
suggested that the City advertise bulk trash pickup. 
F. Resolution # 24-008 — Authorization for the City 
Manager and Director of public Services to sign the 
MDOT Category B Grant. 
MOTION: Motion by Priest, supported by Beebe 
approving Resolution # 24-008, authorizing the City 
Manager and Director of Public Serivces to sign the 
MDOT Category B Grant. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 


Council Member Beebe Aye 
Council Member Kissel Aye 
Council Member Priest Aye 
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Aye 
Mayor Voigt Aye 


Motion Carried. 
G. Food Truck Ordinance Discussion 

e City Administration will check with the Michigan 
Municipal League to locate a model ordinance. 

H. Chickens/Animals Discussion 

e City Administration will research to find ideas 
from other communities. 

10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS 

e Interviews for the Department of Public Services 
position have been scheduled. Out of the 82 applicants, 
13 have been contacted. Out of the 13 individuals 
contacted, 2 have already been interviewed, 6 
additional interviews have been scheduled for dates 
between this week and next week. 

e The City is now on BidNet, which allows them 
to cast a wide net for all RFPs. There is no cost for 
this service. 

e Administration is currently exploring new software 
that would allow DPS to track work orders in real- 


time and locate DPS assets. 
11. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

e Council Member Beebe 
-- Noted that Early Voting for the Presidential Primary 
is currently taking place. 
-- Thanked City Manager Smith for updating the 
council Follow-Up List. 
-- Curious how the GPS tracking system has been 
working with the City vehicles. 

e Council Member Kissel 
-- Appreciate the software updates for DPS, noting 
that she would like to see a monthly report from the 
department in writing. 
-- Mentioned that budget reports should be coming 
soon. 
-- Would like to see a follow up with DTE regarding 
electrical issues occurring on Robbe. 
-- Noted that she would be around City Hall to help 
with cleaning and purging. 

e Council Member Priest 
-- Noted that he would like to see forward progress in 
regards to the Senior Transportation program. 
-- Would like to see the sidewalks cleared better by 
residents. 

e Mayor Pro-Tem Bates 
-- Noted that there is an extra day in February this 
year due to the leap year. 
-- Stated that March 1* is Employee Appreciation 
Day. 
12. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

¢ Thanked Representative Reggie Miller for 
speaking with people at CVS about placing the 
abandoned location on Main St. up for lease. 

e Stated that the goats have tentatively been 
scheduled for this year to clear the banks along 
Horizon Park. 

e Thanked the State and Federal officials for stepping 
up on behalf of the City. 
13. CITIZENS COMMENTS 

e Chris Zweng 
-- Inquired as to where Veteran banners should be 
picked up. 
14. ACTION ITEMS FOR NEXT REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED MEETING 

e Scheduling of dates for the fiscal year 2024-2025 
budget.. 
15. ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Voigt to 
adjourn at 9:03 PM. 
No objections were noted. 
Motion Carried. 
Submitted by Briana Hootman 
City Clerk/Treasurer 
Published: 03/07/24 
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Van Buren Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


There were 266 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police last week including the following. 
Sunday, Feb. 25: 
0302 — warrant arrest, Belleville Rd./N. I-94 Service 
Dr. 
xxxx — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd. 
0843 — malicious destruction of property, S. 
Woodbury Dr. 
0955 — animal complaint, Denton Rd. 
1028 — unauthorized driving away of auto, Belleville 
Rd. 
1332 — domestic, Oak Blvd. 
1544 — assault & battery, Beck Rd. 
1607 — civil matter, Riggs Rd. 
1615 — larceny from auto, Oak In. 
1644 — domestic, Riggs Rd. 
1720 — vehicle lockout, Brandi Dr. 
1731 — intrusion alarm, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1842 — larceny from auto, S. Ponderosa Trl. 
1842 — mental subject, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1844 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
2102 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
2255 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
I-94 Service Dr. 
2355 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Sumpter Rd. 
Monday, Feb. 26: 
0715 — property damage accident, S. I-275/Van 
Born Rd. 
0740 — property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Rawsonville Rd. 
0816 — leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Ecorse Rd./Haggerty Rd. 
0831 — misc. complaint, McBride Ave. 
0836 — traffic offense, Haggerty Rd./N. I-94 Service 
Dr. 
0941 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes, 
Dewitt Rd. 
1112 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
McBride Ave. 
1248 — domestic, Edgedale Dr. 
1334 — warrant arrest, Michigan Ave. 
1330 — animal complaint, Venetian Ave. 
xxxx — intrusion alarm, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1413 — abandoned auto, Stonebridge Dr. / N. 
Timberview Dr. 
1419 — abandoned auto, Belleville Rd. 
1439 — animal complaint, Castell Blvd. 
XXXX — repossession, Van Born Rd. 
1530 — unauthorized driving away of auto, Alba Ct. 
1535 — abandoned auto, N. I-94 Service Dr/Quirk 
1600 — property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr/Belleville Rd. 
1555 — domestic, Haggerty Rd. 
1602 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Bradley Dr. 
1643 — lost property/child, Belleville Rd. 
1706 — disorderly, McBride Ave. 
1813 — missing person, McBride Ave. 
1813 — vehicle lockout, Haggerty Rd. 
1813 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1822 — larceny, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1921 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Parkwood Dr. 
2021 — harassment call, Kirkridge Park Dr. 
2204 — malicious destruction of property, S. 
Bellridge Dr. 
2315 — welfare check, Denton Rd. 
Tuesday, Feb. 27: 
0218 — assist fire dept., Lake Point Blvd. 
0451 — welfare check, Lighthouse Dr. 
0918 — vehicle lockout, Haggerty Rd. 
0947 — disorderly, Water’s Edge Ln. 
1118 — misc. complaint, Meadows Cir. 
1245 — warrant arrest, Oakland County Jail 
1431 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Bemis Rd./Sumpter Rd. 
1447 — property damage accident, Haggerty Rd. / 
McBride Ave. 
1611 — juvenile complaint, Riggs Rd. 
1912 — private property/property damage accident, 
W. Huron River Dr. 
1912 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Ironwood Dr. 
1854 — disorderly, Belleville Rd. 
xxxx — 911 welfare check, Westlake Cir. 
1936 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. 
2013 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 


Sylvia Dr. 
2026 — vehicle lockout, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
2131 — larceny, Martz Rd./Hoeft Rd. 
2344 — threat, E. Archwood Dr. 
xxxx — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd. 
2352 — assist citizen, Belleville Rd. 
Wednesday, Feb. 28: 
0716 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd. 
0731 — road hazard, Van Born/Haggerty Rd. 
0737 — intrusion alarm, Stratford Dr. 
0752 — larceny from auto, Vernon St. 
0824 — intrusion alarm, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
XXxx — repossession, Doree Ave. 
0901 — malicious destruction of property, Richard 
Run Dr. 
1104 — mental subject, McBride Ave. 
1219 — misc. complaint, Sylvia Dr. 
1234 — misc. complaint, Savage Rd. 
1253 — larceny from auto, Vernon St. 
1334 — animal complaint, Rose 
1440 — private property/property damage accident, 
S. 1-94 Service Dr. 
1457 — vehicle lockout, Michigan Ave. 
1514 — found property/child, Rawsonville Rd. 
1516 — civil matter, Madison Dr. 
1606 — assist citizen, Quirk Rd. 
1627 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd. 
1709 — harassment call, Pebblebrook Dr. 
1818 — suicidal person, Water’s Edge Ln. 
1900 — private property impound, Denton Rd. 
2033 — 911 welfare check, Kirkridge Park Dr. 
Thursday, Feb. 29: 
0144 — domestic, Christina Ln. 
0236 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Kirkridge Park Dr. 
xxxx — repossession, Kirkridge Park Dr. 
0530 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Richard Run Dr. 
0736 — hospice death, Water’s Edge Ln. 
xxxx — repossession, Parkwood Dr. 
0921 — welfare check, Chandler 
1010 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr./Ryznar 
1019 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes, 
Parkwood Dr. 
1100 — unattended death, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1223 — 911 welfare check, Belleville Rd. 
1307 — domestic, E. Archwood Dr. 
xxxx — fraud, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1534 — animal complaint, Tyler Rd. 
1536 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Lindsey Dr./Fay Dr. 
1708 — assist other dept., Main St. 
XXXX — private property impound, S. I-94 Service 
1736 — civil matter, Belleville Rd. 
1742 — assist fire dept., S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1851 — animal complaint, Quirk Rd. 
1828 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Manor 
1844 — civil matter, Denton Rd. 
1841 — civil matter, Pond Bluff Dr. 
1928 — civil matter, Rawsonville Rd. 
1953 — family trouble, Denton Rd. 
2017 — welfare check, Martinsville Rd. 
2024 — property damage accident, Tyler Rd./Beck 
2309 — property damage accident, Morton Taylor 
Rd. / Tyler Rd. 
Friday, March 1: 
0218 — trespassing, Belleville Rd. 
0740 — malicious destruction of property, Westlake 
Cir. 
0743 — welfare check, Village Green Ln. 
0756 — malicious destruction of property, Westlake 
Cir. 
0820 — larceny from auto, Westlake Cir. 
1000 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, E. 
Archwood Dr. 
1226 — larceny from auto, Oak Ln. 
1301 — private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd. 
1409 — motorist assist, Hannan Rd./Tyler Rd. 
1500 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, EB 
1-94/Rawsonville Rd. 
1501 — assist fire dept., Stamford Rd. 
1533 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
1-94 Service Dr. 
1540 — property damage accident, Ecorse/Hannan 
1614 — missing person, Arthur St. 
1628 — misc. complaint, Savage Rd. 
1639 — welfare check, W. Huron River Dr. 
1759 — disorderly, Belleville Rd. 
1805 — welfare check, Denton Rd. 
1837 — family trouble, Sondra Dr. 


1822 — welfare check, Oak Ln. 
1859 — larceny, Westlake Cir. 
1857 — domestic, Oak Ln. 
1926 — felony assault, N. Woodbury Dr. 
2035 — motorist assist, Martz Rd./Lohr Rd. 
2050 — family trouble, S. Ponderosa Trl. 
2154 — welfare check, Belleville Rd. 
2326 — intrusion alarm, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
Saturday, March 2: 
0114 — threat, Ecorse Rd./Hannan Rd. 
0323 — noise complaint, Oak Ln. 
0550 — larceny from auto, S. 1-94 Service Dr. 
0605 — larceny from auto, Oak Ln. 
XXXx — repossession, N. Woodbury Dr. 
xxxx — repossession, Richard Run DR. 
0935 — threat, Denton Rd. 
0950 — assist citizen, Martz Rd./Rawsonville Rd. 
1253 — property damage accident, Greenbriar Dr. 
1320 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Elwell Rd. 
1316 — shooting, Edison Lk. 
1349 — larceny from auto, Village Green Ln. 
1444 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd./Tyler Rd. 
1457 — private property impound, Cobblestone 
Creek Dr. 
1456 — assist other dept., Belle Pointe Dr. 
1506 — motorist assist, Ecorse Rd./Belleville Rd. 
1532 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Martinsville Rd./Savage Rd. 
1545 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes, 
McBride Ave. 
1613 — 911 welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1623 — found property/child, Denton Rd. 
1628 — domestic, Denton Rd. 
1636 — civil matter, Redwood Dr. 
xxxx — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1839 — intrusion alarm, Denton Rd. 
1939 — harassment call, America 
2050 — welfare check, Arthur St. 
2108 — civil matter, Beacon Trl. 
2204 — welfare check, Ecorse Rd. 
2231 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
2338 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Denton Rd. 
Also, on this week’s log are 89 traffic stops, 20 of 
which were on the I-94 freeway. 


Belleville Police 


Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Feb. 25: 
0029 — assist fire dept., Santa Clara St. 
0215 — traffic stop, Water Works 
0227 — traffic stop, Belleville Rd/Harmony Ln. 
0503 — assist fire dept., Carmell St. 
0541 — family trouble, Charles Ct. 
0733 — property check, Denton Rd. 
1627 — harassment call, S. Biggs Ave. 
1713 — parking complaint, Main St. 
1740 — property check, Davis Addition Sub. 
1830 — traffic stop, Main St./High St. 
2026 — harassment call, N. Liberty St. 
2122 — traffic stop, Sumpter Rd/Hull Rd. 
2123 — traffic stop, Main St./Fifth St. 
2135 — traffic stop, Main St./Fifth St. 
2151 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Village Park 
2252 — assault & battery, N. Liberty St. 
Monday, Feb. 26: 
0125 — traffic stop, Belleville Rd/Harmony Ln. 
0202 — assist fire dept., Robbe St. 
0434 — traffic stop, Henry St. 
1142 — mental subject, San Carlos St. 
1633 — traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./Main St. 
2014 — welfare check, N. Liberty St. 
Tuesday, Feb. 27: 
0530 — intrusion alarm, S. Edgemont Ave. 
0727 — disorderly, South St. 
0944 — civil matter, W. Davis St. 
2304 — welfare check, Main St. 
Wednesday, Feb. 28: 
0726 — larceny, N. Liberty St. 
1115 — vehicle lockout, W. Columbia Ave. 
1758 — property check, Huron Park subdivision 
1801 — parking complaint, Wexford Ave. 
1839 — property check, R.W. Clark subdivision 
1840 — property check, Randall Park subdivision 
1842 — property check, W. Columbia Ave. 
1847 — property check, Highlands subdivision 
1850 — property check, downtown Belleville 
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1912 — vehicle lockout, W. Columbia Ave. 
2154 — traffic stop, South St/E. Davis St. 
2155 — property check, Owen St. 
2227 — traffic stop, South St/Henry St. 
Thursday, Feb 29: 
0126 — property check, Hull Rd. 
0210 — property check, Main St. 
0408 — assist fire dept., High St. 
0830 — property check, Lifepointe Church 
0832 — property check, Sumpter corridor 
0839 — dumping complaint, Owen Intermediate 
School 
0901 — property check, Water Works 
0903 — property check, Davenport Industrial Park 
0913 — property check, Norfolk Southern Railway 
0956 — intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr. 
1001 — property check, Huron Park subdivision 
1212 — traffic stop, Main St/High St. 
1253 — misc. complaint, Loza Lane mobile home 
park 
1432 — fight, South St. 
1531 — traffic offense, W. Columbia Ave./Edison 
1609 — disorderly, W. Columbia Ave. 
1708 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Main St. 
1737 — abandoned auto, S. Industrial Park Dr. 
1809 — misc. complaint, Main St. 
1829 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Henry St. 
1930 — traffic stop, Main St./Second St. 
1934 — sexual assault, Main St. 
2123 — traffic stop, Third St./N. Liberty St. 
2127 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, E. 
Columbia Ave. 
2316 — assist fire dept., Madelon St. 
Friday, March 1: 
0154 — traffic stop, South St/Henry St. 
0210 — traffic stop, Water Works 
1639 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, W. 
Columbia Ave. 
1859 — welfare check, Carmell St. 
2219 — traffic stop, South St/Henry St. 
Saturday, March 2: 
0358 — intrusion alarm, Main St. 
0410 — property check, W. Columbia Ave. 
0438 — traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./N. Biggs 
0519 — property check, Main St. 
1049 — disorderly, N. Edgemont Ave. 
1251 — welfare check, N. Edgemont Ave. 
1418 — vehicle lockout, South St. 
1921 — welfare check, Carmell St. 
2302 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Owen St. 
2321 — property check, S. Industrial Park Dr. 
2328 — property check, Sumpter Rd. 
2335 — property check, W. Davis St. 
2357 — property check, Main St. 
There are 18 traffic stops on this week’s log, along 
with 23 property checks. 


Sumpter Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Feb. 25: 
0241 — shots fired, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 
0558 — fire dept. assist, Virginia St. 
1137 — suspicious circumstance, 19000 bl. Lohr 
1240 — fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Willow Rd. 
1336 — fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Carleton West 
1351 — fire dept. assist, 9400 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 
1531 —911 hang up, 19000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 
1813 — suspicious person, Carriage Ln. 
2001 — well-being check, 46000 bl. Judd Rd. 
2112 — assist other agency, Sumpter Rd./Bemis 
2145 — follow-up investigation, 48000 bl. Wear 
2222 — assault, 47000 bl. Willis Rd. 
2338 — suspicious circumstance, 49000 bl. Willis 
2348 — property damage accident, Judd Rd./Clark 
Monday, Feb. 26: 
0630 — fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Willis Rd. 
0817 — fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln. 
1405 — fire dept. assist, 41000 bl. Bemis Rd. 
1656 — lost property, Willis Rd./California Blvd. 
1841 — suspicious person, 17000 bl. Sully Dr. 
1939 — family trouble, New Mexico St. 
2131-911 hang up, Creekside Dr. 
2203 — traffic complaint/hazard, Edgewood Dr. 
2253 — animal complaint, 6400 bl. Oakville Waltz 
Tuesday, Feb. 27: 
0035 — death investigation, 23000 bl. Haggerty Rd. 
(Continued on page 19) 
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Sumpter Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


(continued from page 18) 


0421 — fire dept. assist, Arizona St. 
0514 — alarm, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
0831 — family trouble, 47000 bl. Wear Rd. 
0903 — fire dept. assist, Delaware St. 
1440 — fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Karr Rd. 
1505 — fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Haggerty Rd. 
1524 — property damage accident, Willis Rd. / 
Rawsonville Rd. 
1654 — juvenile matter, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd. 
1705 — 911 hang up, 51000 bl. Willis Rd. 
1854 — operating while intoxicated arrest, Willow 
Rd. / Haggerty Rd. 
1927 — fire dept. assist, Washington St. 


2201 — 911 hang up, Arizona St. 
2355 — animal complaint, Rustic Ln. 


Wednesday, Feb. 28: 


0758 — fire dept. assist, 41000 bl. Willow Rd. 
0846 — family trouble, 23000 bl. Elwell Rd. 
0936 — traffic complaint/hazard, 42000 bl. Willis 
1005 — traffic complaint/hazard, Wilmot/Judd 
1011 — harassment complaint, 25000 bl. Haggerty 
1043 — citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1045 — follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Elwell 
1213 — alarm, 19000 bl. Haggerty Rd. 

1436 — traffic complaint/hazard, 43000 bl. Judd 
1630 — 911 hang up, 47000 bl. Willis Rd. 

1902 — suspicious circumstance, New Mexico St. 
1914 — 911 hang up, 24000 bl. Bohn Rd. 

2041 — 911 hang up, New Mexico St. 

2106 — alarm, 11000 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 

2222 — family trouble, Birch Dr. 


Thursday, Feb 29: 


0927 — follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Elwell 


1309 — follow-up investigation, Colorado St. 
1332 — traffic complaint/hazard, Arkona/Haggerty 
1436 — fire dept. assist, Sumpter Rd./Harris Rd. 
1602 — family trouble, Edgewood Dr. 

1724 — subpoena service, 24000 bl. Elwell Rd. 
1834 — disorderly person, Carriage Ln. 

2034 — suspicious circumstance, 50000 bl. Wear 
2053 — citizen assist, California St. 


2221 — welfare check, Bemis Rd./Martinsville Rd. 


2307 — drove with expired ops, Bemis/Lohr 
2354 — 911 hang up, 46000 bl. Wear Rd. 
Friday, March 1: 
0009 — fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln. 
0059 — suspicious person, 24000 bl. Karr Rd. 
0240 — suspicious vehicle, 50000 bl. Willis Rd. 
0622 — 911 hang up, 18000 bl. Lohr Rd. 
0648 — assist citizen, 50000 bl. Willis Rd. 
0832 — 911 hang up, Timberlane/Rustic Ln. 
0925 — civil matter, 42000 bl. Bemis Rd. 
1000 — family trouble, Washington St. 


WESTERN WAYNE COUNTY QUILTING GUILD & 


THE BELLEVILLE AREA MUSEUM PRESENTS 


ANNUAL 


QUILT 


SHOW 


Open Friday, March 1st through Thursday, March 28th 
Tuesdays: 4pm - 7pm 
Wednesdays - Saturdays: 12 - 4pm 
Bed-turning Presentations March 2nd, 16th, and 23rd 


At lpm, 2pm, and 3pm 
Youth Sewing Workshop at the 
Belleville Area District Library 
Saturday, March 9th 


TICKET 


$5 


$3 WITH STUDENT ID 


AMIN 


Hi iii 


AT THE BELLEVILLE AREA MUSEUM 


405 MAIN ST, BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 


BELLEVILLE AREA 


MUSEUM 


(734) 697-1944 


FACEBOOK.COM/THEBELLEVILLEAREAMUSEUM 


vanburen-mi.org/community/belleville_area_museum 
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1110 — fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Haggerty Rd. 
1121 — fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Crandell Ave. 
1342 — fire dept. assist, Edgewood Dr. 
1351 —911 hang up, Magnolia Dr/Butternut Dr. 
1403 — fire dept. assist, Arizona St. 
1600 — fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln. 
1623 — family trouble, Rustic Ln. 
1740 — 911 hang up, Willis Rd./Rawsonville Rd. 
1 918 — fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Wear Rd. 
2027 — ORV complaint, Elwell Rd./Willow Rd. 
2134 — fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln. 
Saturday, March 2: 
0020 — family trouble, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 
0311 — 911 hang up, 46000 bl. Wear Rd. 
0416 — traffic complaint/hazard, Rawsonville Rd. / 
Oakville Waltz Rd. 
0853 — fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Haggerty Rd. 
1247 — citizen assist, 25000 bl. Clark Rd. 
1401 — fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 
1737 — juvenile matter, 10000 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 
1812 — follow-up investigation, 44000 bl. Bemis 
1821 — fire dept. assist, Wayside Dr. 
2020 — civil matter, 23000 bl. Karr Rd. 
2124 — civil matter, Rustic Ln. 
Also, on this week’s log are 207 patrol checks, 80 
traffic stops, and 12 misc. details. 


Musings “™ 


By Janet Millard 


+= 
Independent ~ 
Advertising Director 2g) 


The Belleville Fire Department is 
offering two financial aid awards of $750 
each. Applications are available and due by 
April 30, 2024. Go to https://rb.gy/62s1rb 
for instructions. 


KKK 


The Belleville Area Council for the Arts 
will also be awarding a $1,000 scholarship 
for an outstanding senior in visual arts. 
BACA is accepting applications for the 
2024 Senior Art Scholarship until May 1. 
Eligible applicants must be high school 
seniors, or home school equivalent, 
residing in the City of Belleville, Sumpter 
Township or Van Buren Township. For 
more information, visit website: www. 
bacaart.org . 

An additional scholarship will be awarded 
to an outstanding high school sophomore 
or junior in the performing arts. This 
opportunity will enable a drama student to 
attend a summer school session in Musical 
Theater in Stratford, Ontario. Visit the 
BACA website for additional information. 

KKK 
The annual BHS band concert at Hill 
Auditorium in Ann Arbor could not be 
arranged this year, so the Belleville High 
Schools bands will have a special concert 
in the BHS auditorium on Tuesday, March 
12 at 7 p.m. 
KKK 

So, I like sun in the morning and in the 
evening. I am looking forward to springing 
forward on Sunday, but what I don’t look 
forward to is losing an hour of sleep! 
Every year it seems they talk about staying 
on daylight savings time, and I wouldn’t 
mind. However, I want my hour back! 

KKK 

Do you have a business item you would 
like to share? Call Janet Millard at (734) 
699-9020 or write to her at jfavemillard@ 
att.net . 
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Our Office has Over 221 Years of Real 


RE/MAX GLENN SILVENI Estate Experience. Our Knowledge 


Shared becomes your Power Multiplied. 
CROSSROADS III Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX 
418 Main Street 


Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (73 4) 740-3000 Agent Southeastern Michigan 


email: mrsold@mrsold.com Mayor City of Belleville 
website: Gold cana Office (734) 699-4000 i 1987-1995 


WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES COMPLIANCE FEES JUNK FEES 


l 18275 HARMAN., MELVINDALE 


STORYBOOK LOOK! Beautiful 3 Bedroom home with 
Hardwood floors everywhere, Updated Bath, Full Basement, 
4 Seasons room, Large Yard and big Garage. $164,900 


48295 BAYSHORE, VAN BUREN TWP 


BELLEVILLE LAKE $$$$ in Improvements. 2 Bedrooms, 
2 1/2 Baths, Smart Designed Kitchen with Cabinets and 
Granite, Fireplace, Hardwood,Covered Patio $299,900 


27900 ROMINE, HURON TOWNSHIP 8909 RAWSONVILLE, SUMPTER TWP 49241 BEMIS, SUMPTER TWP 
BRICK AND VINYL COUNTRY RANCH Featuring 3 | ROOM TO ROAM 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths and over 2.300 | COMING SOON - oy Ranch with Newer Roof and 
bedrooms, Huge family room, hardwood floors. 1 1/2 car ga- | Square Feet with Separate Living Space. 3+ Car Garage, | Furnace. Featuring 3 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths, Big Living | Building on High Traffic Main Street. Large Rooms Every- 
rage PLUS 40x30 Pole Barn. A Clean Dream.$240,000 Workshop, 1 acre. $219,900 Price refects some repairs needed | Room with Fireplace, Large Family Room, $275, 000 where plus Finished Basement and 6+ Car Garage. $749,000 
BELLEVILLE 3 RESIDENTIAL LOTS ONE| GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LT IND BY | WILLIS RD 1 AC SEWER & WATER $60,000_|]| 7 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS | 6551 BUNTON, SOL DT! TWP 427 X 1019 
PRICE. TOTALING .41 ACRES WITH CITY| METRO AIRPORT $250,000 HURON TWP VAC CLARK 74 AC $29.500 | AND MARTINSVILLE. PRICED $40,000 and | 10 ACRES PAVED SikKEET NOW $200,000 


209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE 
HUGE AND WELL MAINTAINED 7,000+ Square Foot 


WATER AND SEWER AT STREET ACROSS] SUMPTER RD EXETER ^ $80,000 |HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES $29.900 || $50,000 BUILDER SPECIAL for 3 LOTS 19+ ACRES BREST RD, TAYLOR RESIDEN- 
FROM BELLEVILLE LAKE NOW $49,000_ |VACANT JUDD SUMPTER 2.1 AC $39,500 |WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC _$65,000_|| SUMPTER TWP 17+AC _ $199,500 | TIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY - PAVED 


3ACRES -COMMERCIAL CORNER AT |VACANTJUDD 8.7 AC. PAVED RD $75.000 | 20728 GRIFFIN SUMPTER 1 ACRE $45.000 |BROWNSTOWN 27102 DEBIASI $85,000 | STREET NEAR INKSTER ROAD. _ $550,000 
SUMPTER AND WILLOW NOW $150,000 !'HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN _ $70,000 !50540 BOG RD ONE HALF ACRE $55,000 "VACANT MARIO ANN ROMULUS $38,000! VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT” $55,000 


ATCHINSON CALL: (734) 697-9161 WELCOME, 
cee on ceamey ONLINE: ATCHINSON.NET JALEN ANKTON! 


